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About us

The Forcibly Displaced People Network (FDPN) is Australia’s first registered LGBTIQA+
refugee-led organisation. We advocate for people who have been forced to leave their
homes due to persecution based on their sexual orientation, gender identity, gender

expression, or sex characteristics.

We do this work because too many people face persecution simply for who they are, who

they love, or how they look. For our communities, crossing a border is only the beginning
of their journey. We work to ensure that LGBTIQA+ forcibly displaced individuals can live

with dignity, free from fear, and find belonging in their communities.

FDPN is committed to raising awareness about the challenges faced by LGBTIQA+
forcibly displaced individuals. We amplify the voices of those often marginalised and

silenced, both in Australia and globally.

Creating safe and inclusive spaces for LGBTIQA+ people benefits everyone. When
LGBTIQA+ multicultural people are included, it strengthens all multicultural communities.
We cannot eliminate racism without addressing homophobia and transphobia, and vice
versa. Our goal is to help build a stronger, more connected Australia. We want our

communities to belong, to feel seen, valued, and included.
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Our mission Our values
Our mission is to build a world where every e Human rights
LGBTIQA+ forcibly displaced person not o Survivor-centred approaches
only survives but thrives, and where their  Intersectional feminism
rights and dignity are not just recognised o Accessibility and equity for all
but celebrated and protected. e Anti-racism
e Anti-imperial and anti-colonial
approaches and actions
e A commitment to continuous
learning




Our team

Board (for June 2024)

1.Dr Renee Dixson (they/them) co-founder, chair
2.Karen Bentley (she/her) treasurer

3.Dr Brandy Cochrane (they/them) director
4.Ryan Figueiredo (he/him) director

5.Benjamin Oh (he/him) director

6.Fiona Buchanan (she/her) director

We thank the following former board directors for their contributions to FDPN:
e Lavanya Kala, retired in April 2024
e Mohamed Al Abri, retired in December 2023
o Olga Cherniak, retired in December 2023

Membership

55% of our members have lived experience

Staff

FDPN operated with 2 part-time staff and 2 contractors.

Lived experience advisory group

Our lived experience advisory group is called

SAME: Support, Advocacy, and Migration Experts. 1 4

It guides FDPN's strategic directions and ensures

we focus on the areas and topics that matter most LGBTIQA+ forcibly
i ) displaced people

to LGBTIQA+ forcibly displaced people.



Gratitude

Gratitude to our funders

We thank the following funders who have supported our work:

e ACT Health Directorate

o Pride Foundation of Australia

o ACT Government Office of LGBTIQA+ Affairs

e Hands Across Canberra and Chief Minister’s Charitable Fund
o Asylum Seekers Resource Centre

e Rainbow Railroad

o Amplify Pride Fund

Gratitude to our donors

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our generous donors whose unwavering support
empowers us to continue our vital mission and make a positive impact on the lives of

those we serve.

Gratitude to our volunteers

We extend our gratitude to our incredible volunteers whose dedication and hard work
make our mission possible. Thank you for being an integral part of our journey and for

helping us build a world where everyone can thrive.



Our work
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we mobilise  we educate we lead

to achieve justice for to build and share so that LGBTIQA+
LGBTIQA+ forcibly knowledge about forcibly displaced
displaced people. LGBTIQA+ displacement. people can thrive.




We mobilise

Australian Coalition for LGBTIQA+ Asylum and Migration
Justice

As the secretariat of this coalition, we developed the Roadmap for Action: Achieving

Asylum and Migration Justice for LGBTIQA+ Forcibly Displaced People.

International advocacy

FDPN participated and represented the voices of LGBTIQA+ forcibly displaced people
at 6 major global events, including:

« 2023 Global Refugee Forum (Geneva)

o 2024 Consultations on Resettlement and Complementary Pathways (CRCP)
(Sydney and Geneva)

e 2024 UNHCR NGO Consultations (Geneva)

o Meeting of the Global Refugee Accommodation Working Group (Geneva)

o 2024 Strategic Litigation Roundtable organised by UNHCR (Geneva)

« Gender, Justice and the Law panel at the Legal and Practical Challenges for

Refugees event organised by PlLnet (Geneva)


https://www.fdpn.org.au/roadmap-for-action/
https://www.fdpn.org.au/publications/fdpn-participates-in-crcp/

We mobilise

The Time Is Now:
A workshop on best practices for supporting LGBTIQA+
displaced people

LU In 2023 we ran a workshop for UN member states
b o R and international NGOs on LGBTIQA+ inclusive
pledging for the Global Refugee Forum. This
workshop was organised in Geneva in partnership
with Equal Asia Foundation and R-Seat, and with
support of UNHCR.

Our goals included transforming recommendations
from the 2021 Global Roundtable into actionable

steps, highlighting effective resettlement practices,

and emphasising the critical role of LGBTIQA+
refugee-led organisations.

This was the first-ever workshop of this kind run by
an LGBTIQA+ refugee-led organisation at UN.




We mobilise

Thrive together:
LGBTIQA+ refugee community sponsorship

We have partnered with Community Refugee Sponsorship Australia (CRSA) to make it
possible to sponsor an LGBTIQA+ refugee through the Community Refugee Integration
and Settlement Pilot (CRISP).

We form, train and help groups who will be
resettlement
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Without our work, LGBTIQA+ refugees do +
not get a chance to get to safety fast. LG BTIQA people
resettled

offering their support and kindness to
LGBTIQA+ people.

We thank the Amplify Pride Fund for
supporting this ground-breaking project. support

15+

SPONSOr groups
supported

awareness

Change lives

with us 100+

people informed



https://www.fdpn.org.au/thrive-together/
https://www.fdpn.org.au/thrive-together/

We educate
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We educate

Policy advice on issues of LGBTIQA+ displacement

We drafted 5 policy submissions in response to

the following policy issues :
The report following the Multicultural

Framework Review included

(2024-25) Discussion Paper Recommendation 25: Empower

LGBTIQ+ intersectionality within
multicultural communities.

e 2024 Australia’s Humanitarian Program

e 2024 Inquiry into the Migration Amendment
(Removal And Other Measures) Bill 2024

« 2024 ACT Sexuality and Gender Identity This is for the first time that LGBTIQA+
people are recognised in key

Conversion Practices Act 2020 Review government documents.

e 2023 Multicultural Framework Review

. S . This is a direct It of k.
e 2023 Worsening Rental Crisis in Australia 1S 18 G clrect resuit of ourwor

Inquiry
Read our policy work online.

We gave expert advice to over 15 consultations focusing on such issues as settlement.
prevention of gender-based violence, LGBTIQA+ human rights, discrimination, positive

duty, anti-racism, multiculturalism, health and more.

Awareness raising

We presented our work and the issues that LGBTIQA+ forcibly displaced people
experience at 7 conferences, held 2 community stalls, ran 3 events and gave lectures to

2 universities including Monash University and Boston University.

Knowledge building

We ran 3 community workshops commissioned by the Australian Human Rights
Commission focused on experiences of sexual harassment for LGBTIQA+ forcibly

displaced people.

We ran over 10 community consultations with LGBTIQA+ forcibly displaced people to

build knowledge on a range of issues affecting these communities.


https://www.fdpn.org.au/publications/?_publications_types=submissions#publications

We educate

Expert contributions to advisory and working groups

We contributed our expert advise to over 10 advisory and working groups, including

some of the below:

Advisory and working groups

Pay what it Takes Collaboration Group (run by Social Ventures Australia, the
Centre for Social Impact and Philanthropy Australia), concluded.

ACT LGBTIQA+ Ministerial Advisory Council (run by the ACT Government)

CALD Communities Health Advisory Group (run by the Australian Government
Department of Health and Aged Care)

Australian Refugee Advisory Panel (run by the Australian Government Department
of Home Affairs and Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade)

National Multicultural Health Consumer and Carer Network (run by the Australian
Multicultural Health Collaborative, an initiative of the Federation of Ethnic
Communities’ Councils of Australia (FECCA))

Road to Belonging working group (run by the Settlement Council of Australia)

Trans and Gender Diverse Human Rights Expert Advisory Committee (run by the
Australian Human Rights Commission)

UNHCR'’s Advisory Board of Organisations led by Displaced and Stateless
People

NGO-UNHCR Steering Group in preparation for 2024 UNHCR Globadl
Consultations with NGOs (run by International Council of Voluntary Agencies and
UNHCR), concluded

Health in a New Home (a 3-year research project by University of Technology
Sydney, membership on 2 panels focusing on research translation and refugee lived
experiences)

Focus

Australia

ACT

Australia

Australia,
international

Australia

Australia

Australia

International

International

Australia


https://www.unhcr.org/events/2024-unhcr-global-consultations-ngos
https://www.unhcr.org/events/2024-unhcr-global-consultations-ngos

We lead

Capacity building for LGBTIQA+ forcibly displaced
people
» We supported LGBTIQA+ forcibly displaced people with connections, referrals and
advice.
» Together with our lived experience advisory group, we co-designed a comic book
about sexual health for LGBTIQA+ forcibly displaced people called Together We
Stand: The Pod Squad Story. It is available in 6 languages on our website as a pdf

and is being released on social media as animated series.

Capability uplift for services

We developed 2 new training modules:
« oninclusive practice for interpreters working
with LGBTIQA+ forcibly displaced people
 on inclusive practice for sexual health services
working with LGBTIQA+ forcibly displaced
people

We ran a range of training sessions, talks and

webinars for settlement services, health services

and sexual assault services.


https://www.fdpn.org.au/safe-and-healthy/
https://www.fdpn.org.au/safe-and-healthy/
https://www.fdpn.org.au/
https://www.fdpn.org.au/
https://www.fdpn.org.au/

donate volunteer  fundraise

shop sponsor

Email Website

admin@fdpn.org.au www.fdpn.org.au


https://shoutforgood.com/fundraisers/4FDPN
https://www.fdpn.org.au/time-to-act/
https://fdpn.bigcartel.com/
https://www.fdpn.org.au/thrive-together/
https://www.fdpn.org.au/time-to-act/
https://www.fdpn.org.au/time-to-act/
https://www.fdpn.org.au/time-to-act/

