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Forcibly Displaced People Network: 2020-2021 Impact 

Why support LGBTIQ+ forcibly displaced people 

70 countries in the world criminalise LGBTIQ+ people for who they are and who they love. 

That is one third of the world where a person may be killed or imprisoned for being LGBTIQ+ 

and where the opportunities to live a fulfilling life in safety and dignity are limited.  

The experiences of LGBTIQ+ forcibly displaced people differ from the general refugee 

population because of the ‘the early onset of victimization, the perpetration of violence by 

family members, the societal stigma that tacitly condones this violence, and the lack of formal 

and informal supports to help LGBT migrants cope with trauma.’ LGBTIQ+ forced 

displacement is one of the biggest issues that LGBTIQ+ and refugee communities face today, 

and yet there has not been an adequate response from governments nor civil society 

organisations. Many still struggle in our community with the basic needs and with being 

included and accepted.  

About Forcibly Displaced People Network  

Forcibly Displaced People Network (FDPN) is the first registered LGBTIQ+ refugee-led 

organisation in Australia. Its work stems from the Queer Sisterhood Project, a peer mentoring 

and advocacy group for queer refugee women, and the 2019 Queer Displacements: Sexuality 

Migration and Exile conference, the first conference in the Asia Pacific on the issues of 

LGBTIQ+ forced displacement. FDPN does not receive any funding to cover staff hours. FDPN 

supports LGBTIQ+ asylum seekers, refugees and forced migrants originating from non-

Western countries. 

Main activities include:  

• peer-led support to LGBTIQ+ forcibly displaced people for community building; 

• research and data collection;  

• training and capacity building for services on inclusive service provision; and  

• contribution to migration and asylum policy on issues of LGBTIQ+ forced 

displacement.  

FDPN is a member of Refugee Council of Australia, Settlement Council of Australia, 

LGBTIQ+ Health Alliance and Asia Pacific Refugee Rights Network.  
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Australia-wide impact  

Capacity building of 

LGBTIQ+ forcibly 

displaced people   

 Facilitated community connections to alleviate social isolation 

through online and in-person events. 

 Established an LGBTIQ+ Refugee Advisory Group that guided 

early directions of FDPN and provides input into areas that we 

should be focusing on. Member are paid for their advice. 

 Supported an LGBTIQ+ refugee-led project in Melbourne 

focusing on mental health and suicide prevention. Project 

coordinators who are LGBTIQ+ forcibly displaced people were 

paid for their time. 

 Run a peer-support group for LGBTIQ+ forcibly displaced people 

in Canberra. 

 Facilitated connections and referrals to relevant services.  

Financial support 

for LGBTIQ+ forcibly 

displaced people   

 Provided financial support to LGBTIQ+ forcibly displaced people 

to cope with the impacts of COVID pandemic  

 Provided 70 people with grocery vouchers in total value of 

$10,000  

 Provided 30 people with phone credits in total value of $500 

 Supported 25 people with rent and medical costs in total value 

of $9,000 

 Client support accounts for 50% of our expenses. 

Community 

knowledge building  

 Ran a series of online mental health sessions for LGBTIQ+ 

forcibly displaced people in partnership with Meridian Inc. 

 Ran a three-day retreat for queer refugee women on connection 

and wellbeing at the farm providing equine therapy 

 Ran a workshop on online safety for LGBTIQ+ forcibly displaced 

people 

Building capacity of 

services  

 Ran professional development sessions on the inclusion of the 

issues of LGBTIQ+ forced displacement in service delivery and 

policy making for 7 state and national peak bodies and 

organisations working with refugees and LGBTIQ+ people.  

 Ran a professional development session on working with 

LGBTIQ+ forcibly displaced people in mental health settings for 

Psychotherapy & Counselling Federation of Australia. 

 Delivered lectures on LGBTIQ+ forced displacement for 

students of the University of NSW, Monash University and 

Melbourne University  

 Completing an online training module for services on the 

inclusion of the issues of LGBTIQ+ forced displacement in 
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partnership with Migration Council of Australia, Meridian and the 

Australian National University (funded by the Pride Foundation 

Australia) 

Building evidence 

base  

 Began the development of the national survey to document the 

issues that LGBTIQ+ forcibly displaced people experience with 

a focus on COVID impacts.  

 Collected case studies from LGBTIQ+ forcibly displaced people 

on their experiences in Australia with regard to safety, inclusion 

and service support. 

Policy and 

advocacy on 

LGBTIQ+ forced 

displacement  

 Created the first Australian and global statement on action and 

solidarity for LGBTIQ+ forcibly displaced people called Canberra 

Statement on the access to safety and justice for LGBTIQ+ 

forcibly displaced people. The Canberra Statement is affirmed 

by over 400 stakeholders, among which there are 92 

organisations from 9 countries. 

 Published a position paper on LGBTIQ+ inclusive resettlement 

in partnership with the Migration Council of Australia. 

 Contributed to the national policy making on migration, asylum, 

homelessness and community sponsorship program.  

Awareness raising 

on LGBTIQ+ forced 

displacement  

 Ran a number of public events such as webinars and workshops 

to increase the awareness on issues of LGBTIQ+ forcibly 

displaced people 

 Created unique content on LGBTIQ+ forced displacement 

through social media, newsletters and blogs.  

International impact  

Bringing issues of 

LGBTIQ+ forced 

displacement to 

the international 

level 

 Drafted a chapter on integration of LGBTIQ+ refugees for 

UNHCR Handbook on Settlement. 

 Guided the development of the UNHCR Global Roundtable on 

LGBTIQ+ Forced Displacement as a part of their Advisory 

Group 

 Co-led an event on gender and displacement at the 2021 

Commission on the Status of Women with the Centre for 

Gender, Justice and Migration 

 Delivered the opening plenary at Refugees, Borders and 

Immigration Summit, Malmo as a part of the 2021 World Pride 
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